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binding international framework to specify standards for maritime safety in polar seas, 

protection of the marine environment, and the manning, certification, and training of 

seafarers. The code is being implemented as amendments to existing treaties, namely 

the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and the 

International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) and 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 

Seafarers (STCW). Continue to be an active participant in the discussions, based on 

opinions from related industries. 

¾ Participate actively in discussions with coastal and other states toward the formulation 

of rules for preservation and management of fishery resources in high seas of the Arctic 

Ocean, toward sustainable use on a scientific foundation. 

z Further contribution to activities of the Arctic Council 

¾ In May 2013, Japan gained observer status in the Arctic Council (AC). Japan will 

further strengthen its contributions to the work of the council, for example by 

dispatching experts and government officials to working groups, task forces, and other 

council meetings. Japan will also examine further contributions that can be made 

through policy dialogues with the AC chair, member states and others. 

¾ From the standpoint of enabling further contributions to the AC, Japan will pay close 

attention to the discussions of the AC and how the role of observers is being examined 

within the AC. Japan will participate actively in discussions of expanding the role of 

observers. 

z Expansion of international and bilateral cooperation with Arctic and other countries 

¾ In addition to furthering additional exchanges of opinions with Arctic states, consider 

initiating bilateral conferences with regard to the Arctic. 

¾ Promote scientific and technical cooperation on the basis of bilateral scientific and 

technical cooperation agreements with interested states, including the Arctic states, in 

polar research and related fields. Strengthen joint international Arctic research via the 

establishment of research and observation stations in the Arctic states and the dispatch 

of researchers. 

¾ Enhance Japan's presence by actively participating in the Arctic Circle, Arctic Frontiers, 

and other international forums related to the Arctic, to communicate Japan's viewpoint 

and observation and research results. 

 

(3) Sustainable Use 

z Work toward greater involvement of Japanese companies in economic activities in the 

Arctic 




