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CLOTHING FOR ALL CONTESTS
English or Western attire must be worn during the contest. English or 
Western attire or club shirts must be worn at the awards presentation. No 
open toed shoes or sandals, crop-top shirts or shorts will be allowed. Shirts 
must be tucked in.
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CONTESTANTS AND ELIGIBILITY  
1.	 Individuals may enter either the Demonstration Contest or the Public Speaking Contest, but not both.
2.	 There is an individual contest and a team contest. A team consists of two members.  

Presenters will be divided into four groups:
	 Group 1: Individuals 13 years of age and under
	 Group 2: Individuals 14–18 years of age
	 Group 3: Team members 13 years of age and under
	 Group 4: Team members 14–18 years of age

3.	 Contestants must be enrolled in 4-H and dues paid.
4.	 Contestants must be 3rd through 12th grade for the current school year.

INSURANCE 
Districts are required to verify that all participants are covered by insurance before attending the State Contest.

CODE OF CONDUCT
All contestants, coaches, parents and spectators are expected to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner at 
all times. At no time will disrespectful behavior (be it toward contest officials, other contestants or coaches, or the 
general public) be tolerated. Failure to comply may result in immediate disqualification of any individuals, teams 
and/or family members of the violator.

CONTEST RULES  
1.	 The subject matter must pertain to the horse industry. Demonstrations or presentations not appropriately related 

to the horse industry can be disqualified at the discretion of the judge(s).
2.	 Presentations may be either of demonstration or illustrated talk format. No live animals may be used.
3.	 Contestants may use notes. However, excessive use of notes may be counted against the contestant. This will be 

at the discretion of the judges.
4.	 A public address system will not be used in the contest. 
5.	 Creative audio visual aids may be used, but the contestants must be involved in making or designing them.
6.	 During the competition, the contestants may introduce themselves by name, state and 5C0003004C00je55aA
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ALaSKa STaTE 4-H HORSE

PUbLIc SpEaKING CONTEST RULES

CONTESTANTS AND ELIGIBILITY
1.	 Individuals may enter either the Public Speaking Contest or the Demonstration Contest, but not both.
2.	 This is an individual contest.
3.	 Contestants must be enrolled in 4-H and dues paid.
4.	 Contestants must be 3rd through 12th grade for the current school year.

INSURANCE 
Districts are required to verify that all participants are covered by insurance before attending the State Contest.

CODE OF CONDUCT
All contestants, coaches, parents and spectators are expected to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner at 
all times. At no time will disrespectful behavior (be it toward contest officials, other contestants or coaches, or the 
general public) be tolerated. Failure to comply may result in immediate disqualification of any individuals, teams 
and/or family members of the violator.

CONTEST RULES
1.	 The subject matter must pertain to the horse industry. Speeches not appropriately related to the horse industry 

can be disqualified at the discretion of the judge(s).
2.	 No visual aids may be used, including the use of handouts such as bibliographies and pamphlets. Contestants 

will be disqualified for using any visual aid, including handouts, prior to, during and after the speech.
3.	 Contestants may use notes. However, excessive use of notes may be counted against the contestant. This will be 

at the discretion of the judges.
4.	 A public address system will not be used, but a podium will be provided.
5.	 During the competition the contestants may introduce themselves by name, district and speech topic.
6.	 Speeches should be 7–10 minutes in length for youth 14–18 years old and 4–7 minutes in length for youth ages 

13 and under. One point will be deducted from the total score for each minute or fraction of a minute under or 
over the length of time by each of three judges for a three points per minute total deduction. After the individual 
has been introduced by the superintendent, the time will start once the contestant begins to speak.

7.	 Contestants should cite their major reference materials at the end of the competition. This time will not be 
counted in the allotted time.

8.	 Only the judge(s) may ask questions of the contestant. Question time will not be counted in the allotted time. 
Contestant should repeat the question, then answer it.

9.	 Contestant order will be determined by a random drawing and announced at the coaches meeting.
10.	 Ties will be broken by: first, the judges accumulated delivery score; second, the judges accumulated 

organization score; and third, on content and accuracy scores.
11.	 For educational purposes the management may videotape all speeches with individual consent.
12.	 Judges will consider the questions listed under each section. Points on the score card will be as follows:

A.	 INTRODUCTION (10 points)
1.	 Did the introduction create interest in the subject?
2.	 Was the introduction short and to the point?

B.	 ORGANIZATION (15 points)
1.	 Were the main points easy to follow?
2.	 Were the main points arranged in best order?
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3.	 Were sentences short and easy to understand?
4.	 Was the speech interesting?

C.	 CONTENT AND ACCURACY (20 points)
1.	 Were facts and information accurate?
2.	 Was there enough information concerning the subject?
3.	 Was credit given to sources of information, if appropriate?
4. 	 Was content appropriately related to the horse industry?

D.	 STAGE PRESENCE (15 points)
1.	 Was the speaker neat and appropriately dressed?
2.	 Was the speaker friendly?
3.	 Did the speaker talk directly to the audience?
4.	 Did the speaker look at the audience?
5.	 Was the speaker’s posture erect, but not stiff?
6.	 Did the speaker refrain from leaning on podium?
7.	 Did the speaker seem relaxed and at ease?

E.	 DELIVERY (20 points)
1.	 Did the speaker have appropriate voice control?
2.	 Were all words pronounced correctly?
3.	 Did the speaker’s facial expressions reflect the mood of the speech?
4.	 Were notes used without detracting from the speech?
5.	 Did the speaker seem to choose words at the time they were spoken (natural vs. memorized)?

F.	 GENERAL (10 points)
1.	 Did the speaker convey to the audience a sense of wanting to communicate?
2.	 Did the speech reflect the thoughts and personality of the speaker?

G.	 CONCLUSION (10 points)
1.	 Was the conclusion short and interesting?
2.	 Did the conclusion properly wrap up the speech?
3.	 10 points)
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ALaSKa STaTE 4-H HORSE

BOWL CONTEST RULES

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Horse Bowl contest provides an opportunity for youth enrolled in 4-H horse projects to demonstrate their 
knowledge of equine-related subject matter in a competitive setting where attitudes of friendliness and fairness prevail. 
These contests will provide an educational experience for both participants and spectators.

CONTESTANTS AND ELIGIBILITY
1.	
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2.	 There will be three types of question used.
a.	 ONE-ON-ONE questions to which individual contestants may respond. These points will count toward 

individual and team scores.
b.	 T
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1.	 If any contestant other than the two designated contestants responds, that individual and the team will 
lose two points.

2.	 If any contestant responds more than twice to questions directed to another contestant, they shall be 
replaced at the panel by the alternate if available. If no alternate is available, the remainder of the match 
will be played with less than the full team, and all questions normally addressed to the eliminated 
contestant will be addressed only to the opposing contestant.

d.	 There will be no bonus questions asked during the one-on-one period.
e.	 The point value of a response to a one-on-one question will be as follows:

1.	 Correct response = +2 points (individual and team)
2.	 Incorrect response = loss of 1 point (individual and team)
3.	 If both contestants to whom a question is addressed fail to signal an intent to attempt an answer in the 

5-second allowed time, neither contestant nor team shall lose or gain any points.
4.	 Toss-Up Questions

a.	 The moderator shall indicate clearly the start of toss-up questions.
b.	 The point value of a response to a toss-up question will be as follows:

1.	 Correct response = +1 point (individual and team)
2.	
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7.	 Completing the Contest  
a.	 Following the final question, the team with the highest number of points shall be declared the winner of that match.
b.	 In the event of a tie after the designated number of questions, five (5) additional toss-up questions will be 

asked. If a tie still remains after the overtime, additional questions will be asked and the first team to win a 
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Hippology is an activity that can make learning fun for 4-H members by letting them exhibit their knowledge and 
understanding of equine science and husbandry in a friendly but competitive setting. 

The Hippology Contest has four (4) different phases: 
1.	 Examination Phase 
2.	 Station Phase 
3.	 Judging Phase 
4.	 Team Problem 
 
CONTESTANTS AND ELIGIBILITY 
1.	 Districts are invited to enter two (2) teams of not more than four members. On teams consisting of four 

members, all will compete; however, the lowest score in each phase will be dropped. For those teams consisting 
of three members, all members' scores will count in determining individual and team awards. 

2.	 Teams may be selected by any means appropriate to the district they represent and must be certified as eligible 
by the district 4-H agent.

3.	 Contestants must be 3rd through 12th grade for the current school year.
4.	 Contestants must be enrolled in 4-H and dues paid.

THE CONTEST 
1.	 Examination Phase — 100 points — This phase of the contest will be timed and could take up to an hour and 

may include a mixture of the following: 
a.	 Written exam. 
b.	 Projected slides to be identified as to breed, color, color pattern, activity, proper appointments, etc. 
c.	 Anatomy, which may include external, skeleton, internal organs, parts of gastrointestinal tract, male and 

female reproductive organs, detailed anatomy of the foot and detailed lower limbs.  
2.	 Station Phase — 100 points — This phase will consist of a series of stations or tables where all contestants will 

respond to the requirements of the station. Members will be allowed two (2) minutes at each station. Contestants 
will be given a sheet of paper to write their answers on; DO NOT WRITE ON THE STATION PAPER. At the 
end of two minutes a timer will announce that contestants need to turn their back to the station. They will then 
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3.	 Judging Phase — 100 points — Contestants will be required to place at least two (2) classes consisting of one 
(1) halter or conformation class and one (1) performance class. Every effort will be made to use the same horses 
that are being used in the judging contest, with the placing to be simultaneous with contestants in the judging 
contest, and with the same official placings and cuts that apply to the judging contest. In extreme emergency, 
pictorial, video and/or classes may be used, in which case they would be especially prepared for the event. 
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ALaSKa STaTE 4-H HORSE

JUdGING CONTEST RULES

The Alaska Youth Horse Judging Contest is an educational experience that gives youth a greater understanding 
of horse selection and performance evaluation. Participants gain experience in the decision-making process by 
determining and ranking four horses in a class from the most desirable to the least desirable traits/performance. 
Participants develop speaking skills through individually presenting an oral defense of their placing.

The State Contest determines qualification for national events. It is open to only those who qualify from districts in 
Alaska. Youth may participate as individuals or as team members.

Objectives
	y Teach youth the principles of horse selection and performance evaluation as related to equine recreational activities.
	y
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3.	 Hats are prohibited in the judging arena.
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JUDGES
1.	 Classes will be placed in accordance with the rules of the respective breed association rules.
2.	 The judges shall place the classes while the contestants are working in the arena. The judges shall enter their 

placings on the placing card, indicate the cuts to be made, and file that card with the superintendents for final 
review and approval. Referee judge(s) may be used at the discretion of the superintendents.

3.	 When the contestant has finished giving reasons, the reason listener will place the reason score upon the 
contestant’s computer sheet for tabulation.

DETERMINATION OF RATINGS
1.	 Fifty (50) points shall constitute a perfect mark on placing and 50 points shall constitute a perfect mark on 

reasons.
2.	 Priority order for breaking ties:

a.	 If tied for a division award in halter or performance, the contestant or team having the highest reason score 
in that division will be listed first.

b.	 If tied for an award in reasons, the contestant or team having the highest placing score on the reasons 
classes will be listed first.

c.	 If tied for individual or team overall award, the contestant or team having the highest overall reason score 
shall be listed first.

d.	 If still tied for either (a) or (c) above, the contestant or team having the highest score in placing reason 
classes shall be listed first.

e.	 If still tied, the contestant or team with the highest overall placing score will be listed first.
f.	 If still tied, the contestant or team with the highest single class reasons score will be listed first.
g.	 If contestants are still tied from above, the youngest contestant or team shall be listed first.

AWARDS
Ribbons will be presented to the top five teams and the top five individuals in each of the three age divisions.
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Horse Judging — Oral Reasons Score Card
Contestant Number _______________________________________________________

Class Name ______________________________________________________________

PRESENTATION (10)
 
    Grooming
    Posture
    Poise, Confidence
    Eye Contact
    Clear, audible voice
    Grammar
               Points Awarded __________

E
10-9

G
8-6

F
5-3

N
2

ORGANIZATION (10)

    Introduction
    Logical Order
    Pairs Used
    Conclusion
               Points Awarded __________

E
10-9

G
8-6

F
5-3

N
2

KNOWLEDGE OF SUBJECT (20)

    Major strengths
    Weaknesses
    Important differences 
               Points Awarded __________

E
20-16

G
15-11

F
10-6

N
5-1

APPROPRIATE TERMS USED (10)

    Descriptive adjectives
    Correct names and parts
               Points Awarded __________

E
10-9

G
8-6

F
5-3

N
2

E = Excellent
G = Good
F = Fair
N = Needs Improvement                         Total Score  	 _____________
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Adapted from Western National Roundup Contest


