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Many Alaskans are 
concerned with climate 
change in our state.  
Questions are often 
asked about weather 
trends, growing seasons, 
adapting to new condi-
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• Stretches across 700,000 acres.

• Drains a watershed the size of West Virginia.

• Is the largest unit in the Western Hemisphere Shore-
bird Reserve Network, and considered one of the 
most essential shorebird habitats in the world.

Many Alaskans live near the Chugach National Forest 
in the city of Anchorage and other nearby smaller 
communities such as Hope and Seward. People also 
work in the Chugach guiding or supporting visitors 
that want to partake of an array of adventures in-
cluding: kayaking, rafting, boating, hunting, hiking, 
fishing, skiing, snowmobiling, gold panning, nature 
photography, and other recreational activities.

The Chugach National Forest ecosystem supports 
commercial industries that include commercial fish-
ing for Copper River red salmon, gold mining claims 
and a traditional way of life for a number of Alaskan 
people.
(1)	 Wikipedia: the Chugach National Forest
(2)	 https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/chugach/about-forest

Jackpot Bay in Prince William Sound, which is encompassed by Chugach National Forest.

on: king, red, silver, chum and pink salmon 

• Includes 1,800 miles of anadromous (salmon) 
streams

• Encompasses Prince William Sound, which is 48% 
of the Chugach and includes:

	 — 3,500 miles of shoreline

	 — 20 tidewater glaciers

	 — 3,000 to 5,000 thousand bald eagles, rough-
ly equivalent to the entire population in the Lower 48

	 — More than 200 active seabird colonies

	 — The Copper River Delta, which encompass-
es 31% of the forest found within the Chugach.

The Copper River Delta: 

 • Contains the largest contiguous wetlands complex 
on North America’s Pacific coast.

Alaska forest health:  
highlights from 2021
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Forest management:   
Winter logging access
Winter is logging season, in many parts of Alaska.  
Frozen snow-covered ground protects the soil from 
compaction and tree’s roots from excessive damage 
during logging operations. Winter roads may also be 
the most cost-effective method to access timber sale 
areas and extract wood products.  Winter logging 
accesses timber sale areas separated from major trans-
portation corridors by wetlands, swamps, lakes and 
waterways.  

Winter logging may be contractually required to 
access timber across riparian areas near fish stream 
habitat. Stream bank disturbance is minimized using 
winter water crossings across frozen rivers, sloughs 
and water ways. A special written state of Alaska 
permit factors in onsite conditions and the specifics of 
each winter water crossing.  

Frozen snow-covered soil is better able to bear the 
heavy weight of logging equipment and log trucks. 
Loggers may have no other option than frozen and 
snow conditions to operate effectively and cost-effi-
ciently.

Snow and ice roads and bridges thaw, disappear, and 
leave minimal impact the following spring. Winter 
roads and crossings also limit unwarranted access by 
other vehicles when they melt.  Winter ice and snow 
roads and crossings are cheaper than installing and 
maintaining bridges or building gravel access roads.

Winter logging takes considerable planning and expe-
rience to accomplish effectively.

Winter logging roads are cheaper to install than many other methods of accessing  
timber sale areas.

Winter logging and winter access protects the soil from 
compaction and water crossings from undue damage.

The forest and the trees:  
Measuring carbon storage
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