
MFA nonfiction reading list for comprehensive examination for spring 2024 and 2025 
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Essays: 
• Baldwin, James, “Notes of a Narrative Son”
• Beard, JoAnn, “The Fourth State of Matter”
• Biss, Eula, “Time and Distance Overcome”
• Brown, Thomas, “Hydriotaphia, Urn Burial”
• Du Bois, W.E.B., “The Coming of John”
• Montaigne, Michel, “Of Books,” (Lopate) and “Of a Monstrous Child”
• Orwell, George, “A Hanging” and “Shooting an Elephant”•




