
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Syllabus  
 
TITLE: Natural Resources Conservation and Policy 
NUMBER: NRM 101 
CREDITS: 3 
PREREQUISITES:  
LOCATION: Murie 103/105 
MEETING TIME: 10:30 to 1
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Additional course description 
Natural resources form the basis of human existence, from food and shelter to non-essential 
goods we consume. While there are differing perspectives on the appropriate relationship 
between humans and the environment, there is a need to manage (even deciding to “leave 
alone” requires management actions). Lessons from the past have resulted in more sustainably 
managed natural resources, and perspectives on sustainability continue to evolve. This course 
will cover the historical aspects of natural resource conservation, current aspects of 
conservation, and explore case studies of current conservation issues faced by society.  

COURSE GOALS 

 Historical aspects of conservation 

 Terminology: preservation, conservation, etc.  

 Contemporary thoughts/practices: ecosystem services, sustainability, adaptive 
management  

 Brief introduction to economics 

 Key environmental laws 

 State and Federal agencies involved in conservation 

 AK Natives: ANCSA, AK Native Corporations and resource mgt. 

 Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 

 Contemporary issues: waste, biodiversity, water, sustainable agriculture, transportation 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After completion of this course, students will: 

 Correctly identify the key events forming the foundations of the modern conservation 
era, as well as key environmental laws 
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COURSE CALENDAR 
The general schedule is below. A detailed calendar, with daily tasks and assignments, is 
included at the end of the syllabus. Note, topics might change.  
 
Week Topics 

Part I: History/Foundations of Natural Resources Conservation 

Week 1 Introduction to NRM 

 Key terms 

 Preservation vs. conservation 

 Contemporary terminology (ecosystem services, sustainability, adaptive management) 

 Readings: Sparling introduction and Ch. 1; additional readings might be posted to Canvas 

Week 2 History of conservation  

 Pre-European North America through European incursion  

 Myth of superabundance and manifest destiny 

 The move towards conservation 

 Readings: Sparling Ch. 2; additional readings might be posted to Canvas 

Week 3 Tragedy of the commons & perspectives on ownership of wildlife 

 Readings: Sparling Ch. 3; additional readings might be posted to Canvas 

Week 4 Key environmental laws 

 NEPA, Clean Water Act, ESA, etc. 

 Current status of environmental laws 
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 General Letter Grade (specific points will be determined based on the degree meeting the 

standards for the letter grade) 

 A B C D 

Critical 
thinking  
 
 

Issue/problem clearly 
& comprehensively 
stated; position is 
soundly supported; 
problem identified 
and supporting 
material correctly 
follow from lecture 
materials, and is 
creative in identifying 
an application. 

Issue/problem 
statement not seriously 
impeded by omissions; 
position is adequately 
supported; problem 
identified and 
supporting material 
follow from lecture 
materials with few 
errors, and application 
is moderately novel. 

Issue/problem 
statement not fully 
developed; position 
has weak support; 
problem identified 
and supporting 
material loosely 
follow from lecture 
materials with some 
errors, and/or 
application lacks 
novelty. 

Issue/problem 
statement lacks 
clarity; position has 
weak support; 
problem identified 
and supporting 
material loosely 
follow lecture 
materials but contain 
several key errors, 
and/or application 
lacks novelty. 

Written 
Comm. for 
discussion 
post 

Clear, error-free 
language; language is 
professional in tone; 
response to posts is 
constructive, 
relevant, respectful, 
and contributes to 
the class’s 
understanding of the 
topic.   

Clear language, but 
may contain some 
errors; language is 
professional in tone; 
response to posts is 
constructive, relevant, 
respectful, and 
moderately contributes 
to the class’s 
understanding of the 
topic.   

Language contains 
errors and is difficult 
to follow; response 
to posts contains 
some extraneous 
material that limits 
the contribution to 
the class’s 
understanding of the 
topic.   

Language contains 
errors and is difficult 
to follow; response 
to posts mostly 
irrelevant with 
limited contribution 
to the class’s 
understanding of the 
topic.   

Written 
Comm. for 
written 
assignments 

Clear, error-free 
language; highly 
effective 
organization. 
Arguments are 
clearly identified. No 
extraneous material.  
Cited as appropriate. 

Clear language, but 
may contain some 
errors; effective 
organization. 
Arguments are clearly 
identified, might 
contain some 
extraneous material.  
Cited as appropriate.  

Language contains 
errors and is difficult 
to follow; 
organization limits 
presentation of 
arguments, contains 
irrelevant material. 
Inconsistent 
citations.    

Language contains 
errors and is difficult 
to follow; arguments 
are not clear; lacks 
organization and 
does not cite 
sources.   

Class 
Discussion 
rubric 

Comments are 
relevant to topic 
being discussed, 
provide novel 
thoughts, and are 
clear; respectful of 
others’ opinions. 

Comments at times are 
slightly off topic, some 
gaps in critical thinking, 
clearly stated; 
respectful of others’ 
opinions. 

Comments at times 
off topic, often gaps 
in critical thinking, 
clarity could be 
improved; respectful 
of others’ opinions. 

Comments often off 
topic, often gaps in 
critical thinking, lacks 
clarity; disrespectful 
of others’ opinions. 

 
Plus and minus grading will be used, cut off for grades are as shown below. 

Requirements for letter grade 

A + > 96%a 
A    93% to 96% 
A-   90% to 92% 

B+ 87% to 89% 
B   83% to 86% 
B-  80% to 82% 

C+ 77% to 79% 
C   73% to 76% 
C-  70% to 72% 

D+ 67% to 69% 
D   63% to 66% 
D-  60% to 62% 

F < 60% 

aScores will be rounded, e.g., a 89.8 will be rounded to 90%. 
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https://sites.google.com/alaska.edu/coronavirus/uaf?authuser=0
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mailto:uaf-speakingcenter@alaska.edu
mailto:speak@uaf.edu
mailto:uaf-writing-center@alaska.edu
mailto:uafmathstatlab@gmail.com
https://www.ctc.uaf.edu/student-services/student-success-center/
/advising/lr/SKM_364e19011717281.pdf
mailto:uaf-disability-services@alaska.edu
/chc/appointments.php
mailto:uaf-studentrights@alaska.edu
mailto:uaf-studentrights@alaska.edu
mailto:asuaf.office@alaska.edu


http://www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination
http://www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination
http://alaska.edu/bor/policy-regulations/
https://www.alaska.edu/equity/title-ix/student-placement-guidelines/
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Detailed Class Schedule  Note, adjustments will most likely be made throughout the semester 

Part 1 
 Date Topic Reading Assignment 

W
ee

k 
1

 

23-Aug Course introduction   

25-Aug 
Key terms; preservation vs. 
conservation  

Sparling Introduction and Ch. 1 pg. 3 
through pg. 13 up to “Sustainability” 

 

27-Aug 

Social ecological systems, 
sustainability, adaptive 
management.  

Sparling Ch. 1, “Sustainability” to end - Discussion post due Thursday w/ reply to a post due 
before class: example of Social Ecological System 
 

W
ee

k 
2

 

30-Aug 
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PART II 




