The UAF Faculty Senate passed the following at Meeting #175, May 2, 2011:
RESOLUTJON:

The UAF Faculty Senate recommends the Office of International Programs (OIP), in
consultation with national immigration legal counsel, review UAF’s interpretation of the
"completion date” for graduate programs used for international students, and revise the
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losing F-1 status.

Motivation and background
e According to U.S. immigration rules students in F-1 status have to leave the country
within 2 months of the expiration of their visa, or the end date of their graduate program,
whichever comes first. Currently UAF considers students in F-1 status to have completed
their graduate program ten days after the date of their defense or after the last in-person
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Appendix:

What Constitutes 'Graduate Program Completion Date' for International Students at some other
US Universities? (compiled on: April 6, 2011)
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your program completion date will be May 12 - the last day of final exams. If you are a graduate student
and enrolled in only thesis or research credits, your program completion date will be your date of project
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Assistantship; employment authorization ends effective with the program completion date ~ not the end
of the semester ~ unless you have applied for and received your OPT card (see below)."
http://www.uaf.edu/oip/news-and-announcements-1/information-and-reminders/

University of Arizona: "For graduate students, a true completion date is typically the submission date of
final thesis/dissertation draft (and allowable time for revisions) or the comprehensive exam date if no
thesis/dissertation is required (completion date can be any date during the calendar year)"
http://internationalstudents.arizona.edu/pageview.aspx?id=19217

Boston University: "Graduate Students in Thesis or Dissertation Programs - Your official date of
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thesis/dissertation. You must be enrolled ihTHaTwBééter, as well. Please note that all students who will
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