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expected to read additional articles to gain a broader understanding of the topic. He or she will give a 
short presentation (5-10 minutes) introducing the topic and its context, and then lead the group discussion. 
He or she is expected to come prepared with a set of questions to stimulate discussion, and actively 
encourage participation by all group members. 
 
Grading  
Grading is pass/fail (a pass requires a score of  ≥80%). See rubrics at the end of this document for more 
details. 
Item Portion of Final Grade 
Active participation in and preparation for weekly discussions 50% 
Student presentation  
  

50% 

 
Attendance Policy 
Since this course is based on class discussion, I expect you to attend EVERY class. If you cannot 
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Rubric for participation in discussion. Each higher level includes all of the activities from lower levels.  
Score Level of participation  
0 The student is absent 
3 The student is present, but does not appear to have read the papers 
5 The student is present and has read the papers but does not actively participate beyond 

making one or two comments or answering a question 
6-7 The student has read the papers and makes multiple contributions to the discussion. He 

or she is able to answer questions posed by the discussion leader and participates in, 
for example, explaining tables or figures.  

8 The student has read and thought about the papers and makes multiple contributions 
to the discussion. He or she contributes actively by, for example, pro-10( f)3(o)-10(r)3( e)4(x)-10(a), 


