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PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION: 

DEGREE PROGRAM Marine Biology 

Degree Level: (i.e., Certificate, A.A., A.A.S., B.A., B.S., M.A., M.S., Ph.D.) MS 

A. CHANGE IN DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: (Brief statement of program/degree changes and objectives) 

Changing the field course requirement component. 

The bulk of these changes (everything regarding field course requirement, explanations and justifications in bold 
font) has already been approved by GAAC and the Provost on 10/16/2012. Here we ask for some additional 
changes regarding minimum grade requirements (explanations and justifications in normal font): 

UAF degree requirements state that students have to earn a C grade or better (2.0) in each 600-level class to 
satisfy degree requirements. Our program supports a C grade in a 600-level core class as a passing grade, but the 

Degree 
I. Complete the following admission requirement: 

I. Submit GRE scores. 
2. Complete the general university requirements. 
3. Complete the master's degree requirements. 
4. Complete a thesis. 
5. Complete the following: 

MSL F610--Marine Biology--3 credits 
MSL F615--Physiology of Marine Organisms--3 credits 
MSL F650--Biological Oceanography--3 credits 
MSL F651--Marine Biology and Ecology Field Course (4) 

or MSL F611--Field Problems in Marine Biology (5) 
or an equivalent field course at another 
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C. PROPOSED REQUIREMENTS AS IT WILL APPEAR IN THE CATALOG WITH THESE CHANGES: 
(Underline new wordinf! 

,_ -· .1-l -•· and use complete catalog format) 

Graduate Program -- M.S. Degree 
I. Complete the following admission requirement: 

I. Submit GRE scores. 
2. Complete the general university requirements. 
3. Complete the master's degree requirements. 
4. Complete a thesis. 
5. Complete the following: ~ 

MSL F610--Marine Biology--3 credits 
MSL F615--Physiology of Marine Organisms--3 credits 
MSL F650--Biological Oceanography--3 credits 
MSL F651--Marine Biology and Ecology Field Course (4) or an acceotable substitution** 

er MSL f(jll Field Preai9Rts iR MllfiRe Biela~·(§) 
er !lR eEflli'leleRt field eesrse at anether iRstitstieR -4- § eredtis 

MSL F692--Seminar--3 credits 
6. Minimum credits required--30 credits 

Note: Onl1: 9 credits of the reguired 30 M.S. 





chose to schedule around their own thesis work demands. 

While it is not a frequent occurrence that a graduate student earns a C+ or worse grade in a core course, the 
occasional experience in past years has shown that students who do not earn at least a B- grade in a core course are 
not able to pass the comprehensive exam. This indicates that students with less than a B- grade did not successfully 
and sufficiently comprehend the core material to fulfill the purpose of the comprehensive exams. The GPMSL 
programs outcomes assessment plan states that "All students must pass a written Comprehensive Exam after the 
completion of their core courses to assess their broad disciplinary knowledge, their ability to apply that knowledge 
to interdisciplinary problems in the marine sciences, and their in-depth knowledge of the field of specialization". 
After discussion the GPMSL faculty decided that requiring a B- or better grade in 600-level core courses is a 
necessary prerequisite to minimize the potential for comprehensive exam failure. It seems prudent to give students 
the opportunity to learn and comprehend the knowledge necessary to successfully exam kn50.05 Tc 1Se a p p l e s s f u l l y  
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