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STATEMENT OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAM, ITS OBJECTIVES AND CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

New Degree Request 

The University of Alaska Secondary Education Department prepares teachers for 7-12 grade classrooms. 
The program's aim is to develop teachers who can demonstrate through standards-based, performance 
assessment that they will be effective teachers for all students. The primary mission is to provide 
teachers for the unique environments of Alaska's urban and rural communities. This will be a truly 
unique degree program as it is the only BA degree that requires a double major. In order for students to 
be certified by the State of Alaska, they need to complete a teacher education program as well as a 
content major for which they will be endorsed on their certificate. This double major results in more 
than 120 credits, which is the minimum number of credits for a degree in a content area. However, a 
student cannot be certified unless they have an accompanying content major along with the secondary 
education major. 

The Alaska Content/Performance and Cultural Standards for school students are the foundations of 
education for children in Alaska. The Standards for Alaska Teachers adopted by the Department of 
Education and Early Development are recognized as indicators of successful teachers. The goal of the 
Secondary Education Department is to develop teachers who successfully incorporate 
Content/Performance and Cultural standards into their instruction and who successfully meet all 
Standards for Alaska Teachers. 

To assist in meeting state mandated standards, the effective preparation ofteachers requires participation 
of university faculty and master practitioners actively involved in the teaching profession. Currently, the 
secondary program involves collaborative partnerships among districts, schools and the university. It 
draws upon the expertise of public school teachers who serve as mentors throughout the academic year. 
The program seeks to build a collaborative learning community between the university and secondary 
faculties from schools throughout the state. 



Students in the secondary teacher preparation program are assessed relative to state and national 
standards, including National Council for Accreditation ofTeacher Education (NCATE) standards, the 
Alaska Teacher Standards, Alaska Content Standards, Alaska Standards for Culturally Responsive 
Schools and standards relative to academic specialty organizations (i.e. National Council of Teachers of 
English, National Council ofTeachers ofMathematics, National Council of Social Studies, National 
Science Teachers Association, American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages). 

Specific Objectives 



Description of the Program 

1. Program title B.A., Secondary Education; Content Area (e.g. English, history, biology, 
mathematics) 

2. Credential level of the program, if appropriate Secondary (7 -12) Teacher Licensure 

3. Admission Requirements 
-Complete the general university requirements. 
- Complete the B.A. degree requirements. 
- Enrollment in a major in a content area usually taught in public schools AND enrollment in a 

major in secondary education. 
Admission to professional year 

a) Senior standing 
b) 2. 75 Minimum grade point average 
c) Three current letters of reference that address potential as a teacher 
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