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Syllabus: GEOS F3170
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2 Credits — Oral Intensive

Professor: Patrick S. Druckenmiller
Office: Musenm of the North Rm. 30 (hv annoinfment onlv must check in atfrontdeskd

Phone: 474-6954
Email: psdruckenmiller@alaska.edu
Office hours: TBA or by appointment
TA: TBA
Office: TBA
Phone: TBA
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Labs: MUSEUM 151*:
*NOTE: In order to gain admittance to the museum classroom, you must enter at the main entrance
and check in at the front desk.

Required Text: A textbook is not required for this class. Because a single work that covers all areas of this
course does not exist, readings on pertinent topics will be provided by the instructor. A
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Course objectives: The primary objective of this course is to gain a theoretical framework and practical
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variety of imaging techniques common to the discipline; 3) understand the role that museums play in
preserving and serving paleontological data; and 4) prepare and deliver an effective oral presentation.
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Course outcomes: We will strive to reach these objectives through lectures, laboratory exercises and
individual projects. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:
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Support Services: All efforts will be made by the instructor to assist students seeking support in this class,
either during regular office hours or by appointment. If needed, the instructor will assist the student in
arranging additional support, including ASUAF tutoring services (474-7355), or through other instructors on
campus.

Disabilities Services: The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) and ensures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials. 1 will work
with the Office of Disability Services (474-7043) to provide reasonable accommodation to students with
disabilities. Please let me know at the start of the course if accommodations should be provided.

LECTURE AND LAB SCHEDULE

Date Topic

1/25 Lect. 1: Introduction and goals; paleontology as a discipline
1/26 Lab 1: Fossil preparation I

2/1 Lect. 2: Conservation methods in paleontology

212 Lab 2: Fossil preparation II

2/8 Lect. 3: Preparing scientific figures/illustrations

2/9 Lab 3: Photographing macrofossils in the field and lab

2116 Lab 4: Light microscopy and microphotography

2/22 Lect. 5: Elements of an oral presentation 11

2/23 Lab 5: The art of scientific illustration

2/29 Lect. 6: Scientific descriptions; Codes of Nomenclature

3/1 Lab 6: Fossil identification and description

3/7 Lect. 7: Museum resources I: Curation

3/8 Lab 7: Oral presentations I: professional meeting format (with video)
3/12-16 NO CLASSES - SPRING BREAK
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4/18
4/19

4/25
4/26

52
5/3

5/9-12

Lect. 12: Recording data in the field
Lab 12: Collecting field data; field trip to the Permafrost Tunnel

Lect. 13: Other methods and future trends in paleontology
Lab 13: Oral presentations II: classroom format

Lect. 14: Fossils as a public resource; legality and philosophy
Lab 14: Oral presentations II: classroom format

FINAL EXAMS
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Paleontological Research and Laboratory Methods

PRESENTER:

CONTENT:
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significance of the work?

2. Was the presentation pitched correctly for the intended audience (a general paleo audience)?

3. Was the talk well organized? Did it flow well?

4. Was there appropriate balance to the presentation (Introduction; Body of the Talk; Conclusions)?
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5. Was the talk presented in a clear, audible and well-modulated voice?

6. Was the presentation delivered with energy and enthusiasm?

7. Was the pace of the talk appropriate for adequate comprehension?

8. Did the talk end on time and allow sufficient time for questions?

9. Were any distracting mannerisms displayed that the speaker should be aware of?

10. Were answers to questions adequate, pithy and succinct?

VISUAL AIDS:
11. Were the images associated with the talk clear and of higsh_ and cqonsistent aualitv?

12. Was sufficient effort put into the visual aids to assist in understanding the topic at hand?

13. Were visual aids used effectively (that is, only when needed), or were they at times distracting
because the speaker and the current slide were not always focused on the same issue?

QUESTION AND ANSWER:

1A Wnrar offortisra i1arae #hao mracamnbEar 137 A ctarareime Ayt ackinma?





