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The mission of the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarly Activity (URSA), which 
was established in 2011, is to support, develop, and institutionalize UAF's diverse and robust undergraduate research and scholarly 
activity programs. This activity refers to student-faculty collaboration in the creation of discipline-specific and interdisciplinary 
knowledge. The primary means by which URSA fulfills its mission are as follows:  
 

1. Provide funding for undergraduate students and faculty who collaborate on research and creative projects and activities; 
 

2. Serve as a clearinghouse for projects that offer undergraduate students and faculty opportunities to collaborate in 
research or creative projects and activities; 

 
3. Assist UAF faculty, staff, post-doctoral research associates, and graduate students who strive to create or maintain 

undergraduate research and creative scholarly programs; 
 

4. Create regular events that serve as venues for undergraduate students to present their research and creative projects and 
activities;  

 
5. Catalog and archive UAF undergraduate student participation in research and creative projects, as well as the outcomes 

and products of those projects; and  
 

6. Facilitate UAF undergraduate student recruitment and retention initiatives through program-specific initiatives.  
 
Through these programs and initiatives, URSA aims to improve skills in critical thinking, creative problem solving, communication, 
and methods of inquiry and to engender a culture of life-long learning for all students, as well as enhance preparation and education of 
undergraduates who will fill the needs of Alaska’s 21st century workforce and society. URSA is UAF’s resource for the development 
and promotion of experiential learning activities that engage undergraduate students, regardless of discipline, in support of UAF’s goal 
to be a leading student-oriented research university. Based on the 2019 National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) for High-
Impact Practices, UAF seniors scored higher than peer institutions on “working with a faculty member on a research project”. In this 
age of ever-increasing information and access to that information, research literacy is a required competence for the entire populace, 
not just UAF students. Thus, offering opportunities for undergraduate students to participate in research and creative scholarship is a 
noted best practice in higher education.  Building on existing efforts and capacities, URSA attracts, retains, and enables UAF students 
to pursue varying levels of research and scholarly activity engagement from independent study investigations to senior theses 
including scholarly exhibits and presentations, performances, or research endeavors.  
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University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Undergraduate Research and Scholarly Activity (URSA) 

Major Accomplishments 
 

1. URSA Administration 
a. Trent Sutton, UAF CFOS Department of Fisheries, continues as the URSA Director (25% of time 
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Meredith later received a Travel Award to present her research at the 12th International Gender and Language 
Conference in Brisbane, Australia.  

d. Isabelle Nicolier (CNSM—Biological Sciences) researched levels of genetic difference in Eastern Bering Sea 
Herring to determine if distinct species could be identified. Isabelle’s project won the CFOS Dean’s Choice Award 
at the 2023 RCA Day.  

e. Samantha Allen (CFOS—Fisheries) travelled to Katsina Bay to study the effect of oyster farming on sea otter prey 
availability.  

f. Xochitl Munoz (CNSM—Geoscience) worked with the UA Museum of the North to document and identify 
mammal jaw bones from the Prince Creek Foundation (famously known for polar dinosaurs).  
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University of Alaska Fairbanks 
Undergraduate Research and Scholarly Activity (URSA) 

AY 2022-23 Challenges and Goals 
  

1.   Continue to raise the profile of undergraduate research and scholarly activity at UAF.  
A fundamental aspect of URSA’s mission is to ensure that UAF students, faculty, and staff are aware of the opportunities 
available for undergraduate research and creative scholarly activities.  To accomplish this goal, there remains an increased 
efforts to promote URSA funding opportunities via email (e.g., directed emails to each college/school, UAF-sponsored 
communications such as The Cornerstone), strategically placed announcements throughout campus, presence and participation 
in UAF events (e.g., New Student Orientation Resource Fair, Inside Out, New Student Orientation, We Are CLA, UA Scholars 
night, etc.), hosting tabling events and URSA Office Open Houses, periodic, directed communications with the Deans of the 
various colleges/schools, revision to the URSA website, attendance and participation in UA and UAF administrative meetings 
(e.g., Board of Regents, Provost Council, Dean’s Council, etc.), and completion of an annual report each year. URSA will also 
be developing additional means of raising its profile, including student profile postcards, student-mentor videos for display on 
the URSA website and via eCampus, and meeting with UAF administrators, faculty, and staff during regularly scheduled 
meetings (e.g., Recruitment Admissions Meeting, Coordinator Meeting, URSA Faculty and Student Advisory Board Meetings, 
etc.) and impromptu meetings (e.g., Deans, student focus groups, etc.). The ultimate goal of these efforts is to not only better 
inform the UAF community on URSA’s mission and activities, but to also raise awareness and interest for undergraduate 
research (as well as research in general) at UAF. To facilitate this goal, URSA will print posters for any undergraduate student 
presenting their research or creative activity at a workshop, meeting, or 
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Table 1. The number of URSA applications (student project, student travel, internship, mentoring, CEL, ITE, and the supplies and services award combined), awards, and awarded 
dollars for each college/school for AY2022-2023. The dollar amount awarded also includes awards to students for UAF Research and Creative Activity Day poster presentations. 
 

College/School Number of 
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Table 2. The number of URSA applications (Apps), awards (Awds), and 
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Table 3. The number of URSA applications (AP), awards (AW


